
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Halkin : Chartes de Stavelot-Malmedy 363 

Recueil des Chartes de I'Abbaye de Stavelot-Malmedy. Tome Pre- 
mier. Public par Jos. Halkin, Professeur a TUniversite de 
Liege, et C.-G. Roland, Chanoine titulaire de la Cathedrale de 
Namur. [Commission Royale d'Histoire, Academic Royalc de 
Bclgiquc] (Bruxellcs : Librairie Kiessling et Cie., P. Imbreghts, 
successcur. 1909. Pp. Ixxvi, 648.) 

The Benedictine abbey of Stavelot-Malmedy, founded in the seventh 
century, had fortunes which make its charters of much historical worth. 
For one thing, it acquired many possessions. Before 1200 it held rights 
in upwards of two hundred and sixty places, most of them in the 
region south of Liege and east of the Meuse, some as far away as the 
Rhine, a few still more distant. For another, it encountered many 
troubles, largely because of its wealth. It had to accept lay abbots and 
fell prey to Norman invaders and other despoilers. Its double founda- 
tion opened the way to schism; Malmedy wished to be autonomous, 
under an abbot of its own, not linked with Stavelot. Such experiences 
gave rise to numerous documents. Acquisitions and other transactions 
relating to property had to be assured by a writing. In time of trouble 
appeals were sent to bishops and seigniors, even to popes, kings, and 
emperors; and all made answer of some sort. Sometimes, under special 
stress, false pieces were constructed. In turn, these documents should 
be expected to throw much light not only on the history of two 
monasteries but as well on religious, social, and political conditions in 
eastern Belgium, from the Merovingian period. 

Thus far, however, students have not been able to make use of the 
Stavelot-Malmedy charters, save a relatively small number of them, and 
these in more or less untrustworthy form. Martene and Durand pub- 
lished a hundred and six in the second volume of their Amplissima 
Collectio, in 1724; but they gave only a selection of pieces (based 
it would seem on the rank of their authors), which went beyond the 
twelfth century in only thirteen cases and depended mostly on a car- 
tulary of the late sixteenth century. Just a hundred years later 
Wilhelm Ritz brought out in his Urkunden und Ahhandlungen sur 
Geschichte des Niederrheins und der Niedermaas forty-eight more of 
the charters, running from 748 to 1105. He relied on the oldest 
cartulary of the abbey but left some twenty-five pieces it contained still 
in obscurity and gave a miserable text of those he set forth. More 
recently (1872) Pertz included fourteen of the earlier pieces in the first 
volume of the Diplomata Imperii in the Monumenta Germaniae His- 
torica; but his editing has proved faulty. It was clearly desirable, then, 
to have an edition of the Stavelot material which should be both as 
complete as possible and trustworthy. 

The volume under notice forms the first installment of an edition 
with such aims. It comes only after long preparation. M. Halkin 
began by making an Inventaire des Archives de I'Abbaye de Stavelot- 
Malmedy conservees d Dusseldorf, Bruxelles, Liege, Londres, Berlin, 
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Paris, Hanau, etc., which he published as long ago as 1897. On the 
basis of the widely dispersed sources there indicated and of some dis- 
covered since, he and M. Roland have now brought out near three 
hundred pieces for the period extending to the end of the twelfth cen- 
tury. Among them are twenty-four from popes, fifty-four from sover- 
€igns, twelve from bishops and archbishops, and ninety-nine from the 
abbots of Stavelot. Each piece is accompanied by an analysis, definite 
indications of the manuscripts utilized and of previous editions and 
analyses, and a list of variants. Where there is reasonable occasion 
notes are added, either concerning the authenticity, date or object of the 
act, or explanatory of points in the text. Special attention is given to 
the identification of place names. Preceding all is an introduction which 
contains besides other useful matter a carefully determined list of the 
abbots to 1210. Toward the end are a glossary of least common or 
obscure terms, a table of the dociiments according to their origin, an 
exceptionally convenient index of names, a list of corrections and addi- 
tions, and a map showing names of places and water-courses and in 
what localities the abbey had possessions. From beginning to end this 
first volume exhibits both a clear sense of the use of such work, and 
unremitting care. It is model editing and promises well for our having 
in due time a thoroughly satisfactory collection of the Stavelot-Malmedy 
charters. 

Earle W. Dow. 

Les Sources de I'Histoire de France, XV I^ Steele (1494-1610). Par 

Henri Hauser, Professeur a I'Universite de Dijon. Volume II. 

Frangois /«'' et Henri II. {1515-1559)- [Manuals de Bibli- 

ographie Historique, III.] (Paris: Alphonse Picard et Fils. 

1909. Pp. XV, 201, 6.) 

M. Hauser apologizes for the fact that owing to " raisons inde- 
pendantes de ma volonte " three years have elapsed between the first 
and second parts of this work. One who knows the difficulties of 
bibliographical research in the history of France of the sixteenth cen- 
tury will gladly grant him absolution. 

The volume and variety of material of an historical or semi-his- 
torical nature produced in France in the sixteenth century was very 
great. The old fashioned chronicle disappeared. The Renaissance had 
introduced new interests, new standards, new methods, at the saipe time 
that the expansion of the French monarchy under Francis I. enormously 
widened the crown's sphere of activity. 

French diplomacy before the time of Francis I. was intermittent and 
occasional. It was this king who organized the diplomatic corps of the 
French monarchy. Aside from the accredited ambassadors at Vienna, 
Madrid, London, Venice, Rome, etc., there was a multitude of special 
ambassadors, secret agents, etc., spread like a net over the face of 
Europe, from Scotland to Constantinople. 



